WEST HAM PARK COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 7 December 2021

Minutes of the meeting of the West Ham Park Committee held at Committee Room -
2nd Floor West Wing, Guildhall on Tuesday, 7 December 2021 at 12.15 pm

Present

Members:

Oliver Sells QC (Chairman)
Caroline Haines (Deputy Chairman)
Deputy Barbara Newman

Andrew McMurtrie

Councillor James Asser

Catherine Bickmore

Justin Meath-Baker

Richard Gurney

Councillor Joy Laguda MBE

Officers:

Richard Holt - Town Clerk’s Department

Kristina Drake - Town Clerk’s Department

Martin Rodman - Superintendent, West Ham Park and
City Gardens, Environment Department

Gerry Kiefer - Open Spaces Business Manager,
Environment Department

Beth West - Director of Open Spaces, Environment
Department

Ricky O’Garro - Environment Department

Kelley Hassan - Environment Department

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Wendy Mead, Reverend Simon Nicholls, Deputy
John Tomlinson, Rafe Courage and Alderman lan Luder.

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Joy Laguda back to the West Ham Park
Committee after her reappointment to the Committee by the London Borough of
Newham.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT
There was no declaration received.

3. MINUTES
The Committee considered the public minutes and non-public summary of the
West Ham Park Committee meeting held on the 12t of October 2021.

A Committee member requested that a question they asked about the appointment
of the West Ham Park Manager be added the minutes of the previous meeting.



RESOLVED- That the public minutes of the West Ham Park Committee held on
the 12 of October 2021 be approved as an accurate record.

WEST HAM PARK FEES AND CHARGES REVIEW FOR SPORTS AND
EVENTS

The Committee considered a report of the Executive Director Environment on
the West Ham Park Fees and Charges Review.

A member raised concern that the proposed fees were not in line with the
comparable figures which had been benchmarked. The Chairman commented
that he did not perceive there to a be any problematic discrepancy in prices.
The Executive Director Environment confirmed that an extensive benchmarking
exercise had been completed and that prices had been increased in line with
RPI. It was added that any discrepancies in pricing from the benchmarked
figure were a reflection of local pricing and factors such as the extent of
facilities at the different sites. The Deputy Chairman noted that the Committee
had previously agreed to keep pricing in line with inflation until at least the end
of the year. The Executive Director Environment explained that some local sites
were due to review their pricing structure in April which would add to any
current difference in price reflected in the report.

RESOLVED- That: -

I.  The proposed schedule of charges (attached at Appendix 2) for sports
facilities in West Ham Park for the 2022/23 financial year be approved;
and

II.  The proposed Bringing Communities Together and summer fair events
detailed in paragraph 14 be approved.

DEPARTMENTAL AND SERVICE COMMITTEE BUDGET ESTIMATES
2022/23

The Committee considered a joint report of the Executive Director Environment
and the Chamberlain on the Departmental and Service Committee Budget
Estimates 2022/23.

Responding to a Committee member’s question it was confirmed that staff
numbers had not decreased as vacancies were covered by temporary positions
and, therefore, there was no substantive difference in staffing costs.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.

OPEN SPACES COVERAGE 2021

The Committee received a report of the Town Clerk on the summary of open
spaces media coverage for November 2021.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.

OPEN SPACES BUSINESS PLAN FOR 2022/23

The Committee received a report of the Executive Director Environment on the
Open Spaces Business Plan for 2022/23.



10.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.

OPEN SPACES BUSINESS PLAN 2021/22 - SIX MONTH PERFORMANCE
UPDATE: APRIL TO SEPT 2021

The Committee received a report of the Executive Director Environment on the
Open Spaces Business Plan 2021/22 Six-month performance update: April to
Sept 2021.

The Deputy Chairman commended Officers for the awards, as specified in the
report that West Ham Park had received.

Responding to a query from a Committee member the Chairman and Deputy
Chairman confirmed that the carbon sequestration, referred to in the report,
included West Ham Park.

Replying to a Member's question regarding the playground, the Executive
Director Environment explained that an agreement had just been reached with
the contractor to start on site late January, with a completion date of late spring
being targeted.

A Committee member highlighted the campaign by local residents regarding
the nursery site at West Ham Park. It was confirmed that no further information
could be provided by Officers as this was campaign by the Friends of West
Ham Park with the information available online.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.

SUPERINTENDENT'S UPDATE
The Committee received a report of the Executive Director Environment on the
Superintendent’s update for West Ham Park.

The Deputy Chairman congratulated the Learning Team for their successes in
returning to the levels of engagement enjoyed before the COVID pandemic at
West Ham Park.

The Chairman asked Officers to confirm if there was a defibrillator at the
sporting facilities for West Ham Park. The Executive Director Environment
confirmed that there was not currently one at the site but that enquiries were
being made for procuring one. The Chairman suggested that this be arranged
as swiftly as possible. A Committee member confirmed that he was happy to
connect Officers with the London Borough of Newham Public Health Team as
helpful.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.
PUBLIC REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN

The Committee received a report of the Town Clerk on the action taken outside
of the Committee.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

RESOLVED- That the report be noted.

QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE
COMMITTEE

Responding to a question on the relationship between dog walkers and the
general public in West Ham Park the Executive Director Environment explained
that this relationship was generally good as it was well managed by Officers
present at the Park.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT.
There was no urgent business considered in the public session.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED: That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the
public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the
grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in
Part | of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act.

NON-PUBLIC MINUTES
The Committee considered the non-public minutes of the West Ham Park
Committee meeting held on the 12 of October 2021.

RESOLVED- That the non-public minutes of the West Ham Park Committee held
on the 12+ of October 2021 be approved as an accurate record.

QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE
COMMITTEE
The committee received one question in the non-public session.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT
There were no urgent items considered in the non-public session.

The meeting ended at 1.00 pm

Chairman

Contact Officer: Richard Holt
Richard.Holt@cityoflondon.gov.uk / 020 73323113



